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Psychology is …

http://www.sc.maricopa.edu/larey
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 the pursuit of wisdom 

 a search for a general understanding 
of reality by chiefly theoretical rather 
than observational means 
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 a branch of biology that deals with the 

functions of living matter and of the 

physical and chemical phenomena 

involved 

Georg Hegel (1770-1831)

German Philosopher who 

introduced the term dialectic

NATURE

NURTURE
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MONISM

DUALISM

RATIONALISM

EMPIRICISM
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Quantitative Methods

1. Naturalistic Observation

2. Survey Research

3. Correlational Research
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4. experimental research
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FACTOR/VARIABLE

(Independent Variable)

BEHAVIOR

(Dependent Variable)

observe some aspect of behavior

develop a theory based on observation

form a prediction (hypothesis) based on theory 

test prediction in an experiment

draw conclusions based on results

I am working for a company who 

has developed 2 new drugs to 

cure a disease…

I decide to conduct an experiment 

to test the effectiveness of these 2 

drugs…
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Independent Variable 

Dependent Variable 

GROUP 1

[placebo]

GROUP 2

[Drug A]

GROUP 3

[Drug B]

Random Assignment

Generalization

 Informed Consent 

 Deception

 Debriefing

 Confidentiality
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Demand Characteristics

 Cues that may cause participants to 

change their behavior because they 

can determine what the experiment 

is about

Qualitative Research

1. Ethnography

2. Case Study

3. Interview


